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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study economic and social state of farmers
who had produced Khao Taeng Gua Pomeloes in Chainat Province; (2)to study the
production state of their Khao Taeng Gua Pomeloes; and (3) to study their problems and
suggestions on the production of Khao Taeng Gua Pomeloes.

The populations in this study which purposive sampling were 96 farmers who had
produced Khao Taeng Gua Pomeloes in large area not less than 1 Rai in Chainat Province.
The instrument used to collect the data was an interview form. The statistical methodology
used to analyze the data by statistical software programs were frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, and mean.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the studied farmers were
male, with average age at 55.62 years. They were educated at primary level. The average
quantity of members of their family was 3.85 persons, while the average quantity of the labor
in their pomelo production was 2.16 persons. They were a member of a farmer group which
was a fruit plant club in Chai Nat Province. They used to participate in training courses and
they had received information and knowledge of the pomelo production from various media.
Their average area used in the pomelo production was 5.48 Rai, and it was their own land.
Their average family income was 140,135.42 Baht/year, while their average capital used in
the pomelo production was 4,088.54 Baht/Rai. The selling price of their produce was 30
Baht/kg. There would be middlemen who came to their orchard to buy their produce. (2)
Pomelo tribes were given from their neighbors. The water supply got from natural water
sources, and they usually used sprinklers to scatter water on the soil. The average age of their
pomelo trees was 17.70 years. They applied both organic fertilizer and chemical fertilizer to
fertilize the soil, and they had their labor eliminate weeds. Plant diseases and insects which
were mostly found in their pomelo orchard were Khaeng-ger Disease and orange-thrips. They
trimmed pomelo branches regularly, and they extended their pomelo tribes by grafting. Their
pomelo trees mostly bore fruit through the year, and they would cut its branches with scissors
when they observed that its oil glands were larger, and they would be ready to sell. And (3)
considering their problems in the pomelo production aspect, it was found that they lacked
knowledge and technology in the pomelo production, they had problems about plant diseases
and the spread of insects, the soil was not fertile, the quantity of their labor and their circular
capital for the pomelo production was insufficient, the selling price of pomeloes was low, the
transportation was inconvenient, they had no own area and no marketplace for their produce,
the water supply was insufficient, and it flooded respectively. They suggested that they
should have been transferred knowledge of plant diseases and insects which destroyed their
produce, and the way to eliminate them to protect their produce.

Keywords: Pomelo production, Production environment, Chainat Province
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